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Atlantic Ocean

Shore Bets

To learn about area
wildlife, take a tour
with the Bird Island
Preservation
Society (weekly

in summer; 910-
579-9754),

Ingram Planetarium
on the mainfand i= a
great diversion on a
rainy day (910-575-
0033; www.ingram

planetarium.org).

For an easy picnic,
stop by the deli at
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Sunset Beach's tiny barrier island is
rimmed with miles of uncrowded
strands; Boogicboarding and sand-
castle building (below) are the main
diversions in this laid-back town

sunset beach
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E KNOW WE RE “almost

there” when we reach the

old pontoon bridge that

connects the town of Sunset
Beach to its island, On one side are the main-
land and its many conveniences (supermar-
kets, gas stations, restaurants); on the other is
pure tranquillity: an unspoiled barrier island
boasting pastel-colored cottages and miles of
sand. We feel impatient waiting to cross the sin-
gle-lane bridge, but it gives us a chance to slow
down and take in the scene: sailboats gliding
along the Intracoastal Waterway, fishermen cast-
ing lines from the shore, seagulls dive-bombing
the reeds in search of prey. We start easing into
vacation mode, knowing that once we cross the
bridge, we'll be on island time.
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